Chifley College – Science Faculties – Practical Activity Risk Assessment
Practical Activity:
Electrolysis of water (Demonstration)

Person in Charge: Class Teacher
Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment

	HAZARD
	LIKELIHOOD*
	SEVERITY*
	RISK*

	Chemical burns from acid
	Unlikely
	First Aid
	5

	Electrical Shock from equipment 
	Likely
	Medical Attn
	3

	Glass injury from crushing equipment in clamps
	Likely
	1st Aid
	4

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


* Refer Risk Assessment Matrix
	Risk Control measures including protective equipment
	Undertake this activity as a Teacher Demonstration Only (Risks have been assessed assuming this is conducted as a demonstration)
Goggles and Hair Nets if testing for Oxygen or Hydrogen

Exerciser care when clamping the glass tubing (Hoffman apparatus)

	
	

	Other relevant Risk Assessments
	Pop Test, Oxygen Testing, Glassware Use, Electrical Power packs

	
	

	Prohibited activities 

(Do not do)
	Keep students clear of apparatus when running.
Gas collection and testing should not be done by students.

	
	

	Preparation – Teacher
	Pre-clean and pre-test equipment before the lesson – they can be temperamental.
If possible, set up the equipment prior to the lesson without student distraction.

	
	

	Preparation – Student
	Students to remain at safe distance from equipment at all times.

	
	

	Important steps to follow
	Ensure powerpack and leads remain dry.
Ensure safe distance between students and equipment

	
	

	Actions afterwards
	Clean all apparatus thoroughly

	
	

	General Comment / Notes on conducting Activity 
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