Chifley College – Science Faculties – Practical Activity Risk Assessment

Practical Activity:
Use of Glassware




Person in Charge: Class Teacher
Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment

	HAZARD
	LIKELIHOOD*
	SEVERITY*
	RISK*

	Cuts from chips
	Unlikely
	First Aid
	5

	Injury from breakage / dropping
	Likely
	Medical
	3

	Contamination of chemicals
	Unlikely
	Medical
	4

	Burns from hot glass
	Very Likely
	Medical
	2

	Spillage due to breakage
	Unlikely 
	Medical
	4

	Eye Injury from chips
	Very unlikely
	Death
	3

	
	
	
	


* Refer Risk Assessment Matrix

	Risk Control measures including protective equipment
	· Explicitly warn students re: dangers from chipped glass. 

· Immediately removed damaged glass from use. 

· All students to wear enclosed leather shoes. 

· Provide explicit warning regarding Thermal Shock breakage

· Teach or reinforce correct handling techniques / and breakage procedures. 

· Wear proper safety goggles / glasses

· Do not use dirty glassware. Ensure all glassware is cleaned, dried and left free from contaminants at the end of every lesson. 

· Use test tube holders and racks where necessary. 

· Ensure lesson timing includes time for equipment to cool down. 

· Teach and reinforce First Aid procedures. 

· Teach the location of clean up gear and glass bin. 

	
	

	Other relevant Risk Assessments
	NA

	
	

	Prohibited activities 

(Do not do)
	· Do not apply cold liquids to hot glassware.

· Do not use damaged or contaminated glassware

· Do not quickly cool or heat glassware

	
	

	Preparation – Teacher
	Student briefing on dangers, required actions and prohibited actions.



	
	

	Preparation – Student
	Inspect all glassware for damage (chips and cracks) or contamination before use. 



	
	

	Important steps to follow
	Ensure glassware is clean and not damaged before use. 

Ensure students are wearing correct footwear and eye protection 

Ensure students are aware of correct safety procedures and handling rules. 

	
	

	Actions afterwards
	Disposal of broken glass in correct glass bin / container. 

Ensure glassware is cleaned and dried after every use. 

	
	

	General Comment / Notes on conducting Activity 
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