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I wrote this booklet for people who are not absolute beginners, people who may have played Bridge for a little while, perhaps even for quite some time,
and yet are still looking for an assistant crutch. This happened to myself and I decided to do something about it. My decision tables aim to help beginning
and intermediate Bridge players quickly find the best and most communicative bid in a given situation. Let’s try it out.

A set of programmed decision tables guide you from making a carefully selected opening bid to declaring a contract. Start by counting your High Card
Points (HCPs). If you can count 6 or more HCPs on your hand, you are in a position to consult the OPENINGS decision table (you can see a full-sized
version of the OPENINGS decision table on page 3 of the booklet). Let’s illustrate the process by way of an example. If you have been dealt one of the
WEAK HANDS worth say 9 High Card Points, you have a choice of four opening bids as you can see in the left-most column. Let’s pick one. If your hand
contains a very strong 7+ card ♦ suit headed by the Ace, King and Queen, you may choose the seemingly outrageous Open 3NT bid:

As a result of your gambling 3NT opening, your partner follows the instruction To respond, Partner goes to 3NT table (you can see a full-sized version
of the 3NT table on page 27 of the booklet). In the 3NT table your partner will compare cards held on hand with descriptions in the Your Hand column
in order to find a match. In this case there are only two options to choose from and your partner is then able to select the most appropriate response from
options listed in the You can now Advise Your Partner column. For example, if your partner holds a hand matching Hand B (Stoppers in Two Suits
Only), the advice is to Bid 4♣ and as a result you, the Opener, is directed to Go to 3NT 1 (next table) giving you a choice between two options for
declaring the contract. In this case you will Bid 4♦ closing off.

That’s it, in a nutshell. You and your partner, if unimpeded, will quickly move forwards from table to table based upon decisions made earlier. In doing so,
you and your partner will be exchanging specific information helping your partnership to arrive at the best possible outcome. Some people call this
“cheating”, but Hey, it works! Initially you may be doing this somewhat “parrot fashion”, but you’ll soon begin to follow the logic behind the bids, and
eventually you won’t need the tables any more.


