


Does methadone = crime?

“The relationship between drugs and crime is well-established, and there is evidence that the best
form of crime prevention is drug-free rehabilitation. The most recent figures released by NADA
(Network of Alcohol and other Drug Agencies) indicate that while 73% of people entering drug treatment are

involved in crime, only 29% have re-offended in a 12 month period after treatment.” Gerard Byrne,
Social Program Secretary for The Salvation Army’s Recovery Services Command

1. MAKE THE COMMUNITY SAFE AGAIN

Q: As a resident have police shown a reduction in crime in the local area and
around methadone clinics?
Q: Are police ignoring drug related crimes that you can see yourself?

Residents continue to complain that police simply do not respond to drug related crimes including
street drug dealing. They say to ring and they will come but when you see street drug dealing and
phone police they do not come ... its not a priority for them and that must change!!!

2. HELPADDICTS BECOME DRUG FREE

Q: How much does methadone cost the addict, and the NSW public?

Q: How many methadone treatments are delivered locally each week?
Q: How many of those people become drug free each year?

Q: How long do they stay on the program? Is there a time limit for treeatment?
Q: Isn’t this just a cheap supplement to other illicit drugs?
Q: How many clients do clinics drug test, and how often ...
to ensure they aren’t using other illicit drugs?

Ask your local police these questions, ask your local politicians. The community needs addicts to be
helped to become free of addiction not sustained in addiction, that is the only way crimes of robberies,
break and enter and stealing can be drastically reduced by reducing the need to buy drugs.

3. PROTECT CHILDREN FROM DANGERS AND NEGLECT

Q: How many children have died in the last year from accidental methadone injested overdoses, or
addict parents rolling on them?

“‘Every day we see the horrors of drug addiction and in particular the impact of drugs on innocent

children and teenagers whose parent or parents are caught in the web of addiction...”
Gerard Byrne, Salvation Army

Until the community realises the horrors that tens of thousands of children of addicts are experiencing
daily it is likely that society may continue to demonstrate a total and utter disinterest for addicts and their
families. It is simply not good enough to replace heroin with methadone and leave children in the corner.

“Addicts are people too” Annie Maddocks NSW Drug Summit 1991

. .. and so are their children we would addl!!!

Its time to make us safe again by helping addicts become drug free.
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