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Full Circle Tour
It’s hard to believe that it is now nearly a month since those 
spectacular Yes concerts in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth. I am 
not sure whether my feet are firmly planted on this planet yet 
after being taken for another magical ride by the greatest band 
around. I thought the concerts in Sydney in 1973 were 
something special but I think they played even better in 2003. 
For 25 years my wife has tried to understand my passion for Yes 
music. Midway through the Sydney concert it was clear that 
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another Yes conversion had occurred. In a way, I marvel those 
Australian Yes fans that have been passionate for so long 
without having seen them play – like Steve Black our 
webmaster. 
 
Judging by the reviews posted on YesFANZ and Yesworld ��

� �http://yesworld.com/ynreviews.html  -�most fans were ecstatic about 
the Yes performances. I don ’t know what the official crowd 
figures were but I was pleased with the attendances I saw in 
both Melbourne and Sydney, and I gather Perth sold very well at 
such short notice. If you want to post either a review or some 
concert photos on our website you will find links there 
(www.yesfanz.com ) to help you. 
 

YESFANZ pre-concert ‘Yes Festival ’
When Robert Forbes originally described his dream of running a 
YES Festival for Australia and New Zealand (YESFANZ) after he 
returned from Yescapade at the Masterworks tour in 2001 most 
of us thought it was a great idea but one that seemed a little bit 
like ‘pie in the sky ’. Well his dream came true in Sydney and 
Melbourne – two marvellous parties attended by Yes, Roger 
Dean and Sebastian Hardie and incredible concerts as well.   
 
The Melbourne party had around 90 people in attendance. Mark 
Hawes and his crew did a great job in decorating the room with 
Yes and Roger Dean memorabilia. Roger Dean attended early 
and spent several hours autographing all and sundry articles. 
Sebastian Hardie came before their soundcheck and did 
likewise, answering questions along the way. As most of you 
know, Yes had never made any promises to attend the 
Melbourne party and it was only confirmed during the actual 
party. They were incredibly accommodating, giving us a good 30 
minutes of Q&A, photos and autographs. 
 
The Sydney party was attended by well over 200 people. Unlike 
Melbourne, there was much behind the scenes hectic 
organisational activity until the last moment. We were told the 
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previous day that Yes would be unable to attend the party but 
were happy to organise a post-concert meeting at their hotel. 
Our initial reaction was disappointment and we were concerned 
that this wouldn ’t go down too well. Despite efforts to change 
this with Bob Forbes negotiating options with management, it 
was clear that the post-concert meeting was the only one the 
group were happy to agree to. Ultimately, I think it all worked out 
better this way as we had a room at the Four Seasons Hotel for 
two hours and each member of Yes probably spent more time 
with us there than they would have done before the concert. To 
Yes – we say a big thank you – you did more for us than we 
could have hoped. 
 
Despite the absence of Yes at the pre-concert party and some 
lengthy queues for drinks and gift bags, I think the party went off 
well. Roger Dean attended again and signed memorabilia, while 
Glenn A Baker introduced and interviewed Sebastian Hardie. 
The collection of Roger Dean prints provided at both parties 
courtesy of Peter Waters was very well received. The catering 
provided by Bay Leaf was excellent. The AV set up showing 
DVDs of Yes concerts was a good backdrop at both parties. And 
the gift bags with the surprise inclusion of the new Ultimate Yes 
CD appeared very popular.
 

Roger Dean
Roger Dean was an inspiration during his visit. He was always 
the gentleman, polite and co-operative with all manner of 
requests ranging from innumerable autographs to answering 
curly questions. His exhibition has been an incredible success 
as was the public lecture he gave – a transcript of which is 
available on Alex Van Starrex’s website 
http://ozguitar.50megs.com/index.htm . Those of you who were 
able to attend the official YESFANZ opening on September 21 
would have been fortunate to hear Rick Wakeman give an 
impromptu 30 minute performance on the grand piano that ‘just 
happened ’ to be there. Steve, Alan and Chris attended as well 
and it proved to be the perfect ‘day after ’ the concert.
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The exhibition is fantastic. My favourite pieces are ‘Red Earth’ 
(the cover from the Ultimate Yes collection), the Arches prints 
(from Keys to Ascension) and the Yessongs – pathways. But 
there many other gems including the Yesterdays – tree cover, 
Race with the Devil, Birdsongs of the Mesozoic and of course 
numerous prints including Tales and Dragonfly Chops.
 
But Roger Dean is only one half of this spectacular exhibition as 
the glass art of Marc Grunseit is just brilliant. The way in which 
Marc’s work complements Rogers is amazing. His pieces 
inspired by the Bungle Bungles and by Kakadu impress me the 
most.  
 
Stop press!!!
 
The Roger Dean/Marc Grunseit exhibition has been extended by 
one month due to popular demand. It will now continue until 
November 16 at the GIG Gallery in association with the Glass 
Artists© Gallery, 70 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. So you still have 
plenty of opportunity to see this fantastic event and purchase a 
Roger Dean print or original. There is even talk of making the 
GIG gallery a permanent Australasian centre for Roger Dean ’s 
work.
 

Sebastian Hardie
How good were Sebastian Hardie!! What an incredible pair of 
performances they gave – even if their Melbourne set was rudely 
curtailed by a Yes roadie. The standing ovation they received at 
both concerts was justly deserved. Many people around me in 
the audience didn ’t know their work and were simply stunned by 
their class. We should all be very proud of them. Now we hope 
that the new studio album that they promised when interviewed 
by Glenn A Baker at the Sydney Yesfanz party will be recorded 
within the next year and that more concerts will be in the offing 
soon. I gather that there is a chance of another Melbourne 
concert in the near future and if that takes place, I hope they 
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manage to finish ‘Openings’ before the power fails!
 

T Shirts
There are still some T-shirts available online through a link from 
the Yesfanz website www.yesfanz.com . 
If you want to have a lasting memento from these 
concerts, don’t leave it too long. If you were one of those 
unfortunate people to miss out on the tour merchandising, 
these T-shirts are just as good – and they are actually 
cheaper!  (For those who have asked - we are endeavouring to find out if the official  
programme and other merchandising can be ordered)
 

Yes in the Press
The only review that I found in the Sydney press was in the 
Sydney Morning Herald.

Yes, Entertainment Centre, September 20 by John Shand

Perhaps the only thing worse than being confronted by one©s age is 
being confronted by one©s youth. Then again, if you resent who you 
used to be when you were young enough to have excuses, what 
chance do you have of tolerating the current incarnation? Some 
judicious consciousness alteration used to make the potent bits of Yes 
monumental, the pretty bits sublime and the spacy bits extraterrestrial.

Punk rock was forged pretty much as a response to this music, the irony 
being that Yes actually rocked harder than their progressive-rock peers, 
especially after drummer Bill Bruford departed to join the cerebral King 
Crimson. He was replaced by Alan White, who had played on John 
Lennon©s immortal Imagine and had thumped out a backbeat for the 
Plastic Ono Band. White tightened, toughened and solidified Yes©s 
fantasies. He was already on board when the band last visited Australia 
three decades ago; part of the classic line-up which has reformed for 
this tour, with singer Jon Anderson, guitarist Steve Howe, keyboardist 
Rick Wakeman and bassist Chris Squire.

Thirty years on, and they still opened the performance with a snippet of 
Stravinsky©s Firebird Suite as an introduction to Siberian Khatru, the 
standing ovation for which set the tone for an ongoing rapturous 
response. One of their punchiest pieces, it offered a first glimpse of 
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another of their defining aspects: the country influences which have so 
inflected Howe©s glorious guitar playing. His countrified virtuosity and 
White©s oomph earthed a band whose suite-like songs threatened to fizz 
off into the ether on the hot air of Anderson©s indecipherable lyrics. 
Howe©s solo acoustic guitar was as enjoyable as Wakeman©s solo 
flummery was embarrassing, the sumptuous guitar sound begging the 
question of why the sound of the band as a whole was so compressed 
and lacking in bottom end. Squire, something of a Spinal Tap refugee - 
prancing about with a three-necked (!) instrument at one point - had a 
bass sound with bite but little meat, and White©s crucial bass drum was a 
shadow of what it should have been. Anderson©s little-boy singing was 
attractive on an otherwise limp And You And I, while the encores of All 
Good People and Roundabout kicked up some genuine energy. 
Overall, two-and-a-half hours whizzed by in a whirl of exultant response, 
nostalgia and inevitable disappointment at the songs that weren©t 
played.
 

The Future of YESFANZ
We have been inundated with new members since the concerts. 
Many emails have asked us what we are going to do now. The 
first and most important thing to say is that YESFANZ is here to 
stay. We are keen to promote future Yes events in Australia and 
New Zealand both amongst ourselves, and of course, we will try 
to entice Yes back down here again as soon as possible. We 
had previously mentioned the possibility of a progressive music 
festival in Australia. This is an idea we would like to pursue for 
2004.
 
Another project that we are going to work on is a 
commemorative book of the 2003 tour. This is something that I 
am keen to pursue but I see it as a collaborative effort of all 
YESFANZ who are interested to contribute written, graphic or 
photographic content. More details of this will be provided in due 
course.
 

Melbourne Reunion – October 23
If anyone from Melbourne or surrounds wishes to be added to 
the Victorian YESFANZ list please contact co-ordinator, Mark 
Hawes on molymajordidge@bigpond.com .  The Melbourne 
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post-concert reunion is scheduled for Thursday the 23rd of 
October, again at our favourite haunt - Bells Hotel, South 
Melbourne, from 5:30 PM onwards - Bring along any souvenirs 
and pictures you may have of the event to share with all.

Sydney Reunion – November 9
We have scheduled the Sydney Reunion for Sunday November 
9 from 12 midday until late afternoon at the Roxbury Hotel, St 
John’s Road, Glebe. We will hire out  the  entire  top floor that has a 
room with excellent sound system and screen for CDs, DVDs etc 
that we will be showing. It will be catered (buffet style) and there 
is a private bar �as well. There is a second area with couches and 
chairs that can be used for those who want to have quiet 
conversation. 
 
It will cost $25 per head (not including alcohol). We need to 
have at least 50 people attend to make this viable. There is an 
area for children; obviously partners are welcome. 
 
PLEASE EMAIL BOB FORBES TO CONFIRM IF YOU INTEND 
TO COME ASAP SO WE CAN SEE IF IT IS FEASIBLE
yes@robert-forbes.com

 
Bring along any souvenirs, recordings and pictures you may 
have of the event to share with all.

 
YESFANZ website
Remember to visit the website www.yesfanz.com  as you will find 
photos from various recent get togethers and the latest news. 
Steve Black is constantly updating it and has now a large gallery 
of photos from the concerts, YESFANZ parties and the Roger 
Dean exhibition. 
 
The following downloads are available
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1.   The new Mini-poster
2.   Newsletters
3.   The Yes Invitation brochure ��

 
 Do you have a spare ticket stub from the Melbourne or Perth concerts? 
If so please contact John McInerney  jmcinerney327@hotmail.com  to 
forward on to a European fan.
 

YESFANZ Office Bearers
 
Chair:                       Bob Forbes yes@robert-forbes.com
 
Webmaster              Steve Black cbassoc@optusnet.com.au
 
Newsletter editor               Brian Draper b.d.draper@bigpond.com
 
Membership          John McInerney jmcinerney327@hotmail.com
 
Treasurer                 John Magee jjka@bigpond.net.au
 
 

State, Territory and New Zealand representatives
 
The following YESFANZ members represent each of the States 
and Territories of Australia and New Zealand.
 
Victoria: Mark Hawes  molymajordidge@bigpond.com

Queensland: Douglas Hills dhills@uq.net.au
Phone: 07 3285 1910

Tasmania: Steve Davis stdavis74@yahoo.com  

South Australia: Henk Plaggemars hjp3@senet.com.au

Northern Territory: Glen Dooley glen.dooley@nt.gov.au   
Phone: 08 8981 0231 
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ACT: Reidar Jorgensen  reidar@jorgensen.com

Western Australia: John McInerney jmcinerney327@hotmail.com
Phone: 08 9275 2129
 
New Zealand: Paul Rogers paul.rogers @aut.ac.nz
 
New South Wales: Bob Forbes yes@robert-forbes.com
 
To assist in the production of this Newsletter, I would like your 
contributions. Any Yes related items, particularly with an 
Australian or New Zealand angle, will be used so long as it 
doesn’t breach copyright or is potentially libellous.
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Festival information and the YESFANZ logo are copyright.
Though every effort is made to offer accurate information, for many reasons, it cannot be guaranteed.
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