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YesFANZ Inc.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we are getting the 
organisational structure of YesFANZ sorted out by becoming an 
association ( YesFANZ Inc.). The application has been made and 
the name YesFANZ Incorporated has been reserved, now we 
have to sort out the office bearers and committee members that 
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are required by the Department of Fair Trading. The stated 
"objectives" of the association are â� ˜To further the interests 
of fans of the band Yes & other progressive musical groups and 
foster appreciationâ � ™. The principle activities are 
â� ˜to organise social activities, foster appreciation of 
progressive music and liaise with similar fans".
 
This will allow us to have bank accounts and it will have other 
benefits as well. An important issue that we need to resolve is 
how YesFANZ will be funded. As mentioned in the last 
newsletter we have had to pay off an unexpected debt of over a 
thousand dollars from last year. It has been covered by Robert 
Forbes and other generous volunteers (if anyone else wants to 
contribute, email Robert on yes@robert-forbes.com ) but this is 
not a very satisfactory way to cover financial liabilities.
 
There have been many ideas about how we should fund 
YesFANZ Inc. Most importantly, I think there is general 
agreement that funds should only be raised for specific 
purposes. This leads into the most contentious fundraising idea 
â� “ a membership fee. There are pros and cons for this. The 
main favourable feature is that it is a reliable steady flow of 
income. But against it, as cogently pointed out by Alan Farley, 
this might be counterproductive and actually hinder the growth of 
YesFANZ. Other Yes-related organizations including YesWorld 
are free. Another negative feature is that any fee structure 
inherently creates other costs. A variant of the membership fee 
approach is to have an optional â� ˜Gold or Foundation 
membershipâ� ™ for those willing to pay a fee. This would 
overcome the concern that potential members might be put off 
by a fee. Gold members would receive discounts and other 
advantages at future YesFANZ functions. Both of these 
approaches are somewhat inconsistent with the idea that funds 
should only be raised for specific purposes. At our last Sydney 
meeting attended by a dozen members, the general feeling was 
that membership fees were not appropriate at present.
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This leaves us with fundraising events. There have been 
numerous ideas here and Iâ� ™ll list them in no particular order. 
Also none are exclusive of each other â� “ combinations are 
clearly possible. There was also the general idea that could be 
linked to several of the options to invite media celebrities such 
as Angela Catterns, Chris Winter, Glenn A Baker.
 

� �     Concerts by other prog rock groups e.g. Mario 
Millo/Sebastian Hardie. This sounds appealing but I would 
suggest that the concert would simply be a process of 
attracting large numbers of fans together to participate in 
other fundraising events. We could not expect to make 
anything from the concerts as this would rightfully go to the 
bands that play â� “ unless they were prepared to play for 
free or reduced fee at a private fundraising night.

� �     Trivia Nights â� “ based on Yestrivia, Progrock trivia and 
other topics to have broad appeal. Of course Yes 
music/DVDs would feature. Pay a small fee to enter â� “ say 
$10 â� “ win a small donated prize. In my opinion this might 
be fun but would not be likely to raise too much by 
themselves. Possibly two nights per year in Sydney and 
Melbourne could be accommodated.

� �     Social nights to screen rare DVDs, videos etc. Charge 
small entrance fee.

� �     Yes/Roger Dean Memorabilia exhibitions â� “ swap 
nights/days. Bring along LPs, CDs, posters, videos, DVDs 
etc to exhibit and/or swap (particularly from the 2003 tour). 
Pay a small entrance fee. Could be held in Sydney, 
Melbourne and possibly Brisbane.

� �     â� œAmerican Auctionâ� �  of Yes/Roger Dean items â� “ 
the item(s) would be donated. Essentially this type of 
auction involves the first bidder putting their bid for the item 
into a pool. The next bidder puts the difference between 
their bid and the original bid into the pool â� “ and so on 
until the bidding ends. This is a good way of sharing the 
expense between a lot of people. To work, there needs to 
be a reasonably large crowd.
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� �     Raffles â� “ similar to above â� “ would be the best way 
to make money at a concert.

� �     T-Shirts â� “ theoretically this sounds appealing as we 
can advertise Yes at the same time as creating funds. 
Based on our two previous efforts where we actually broke 
even at best, in my opinion this is not a good fund-raising 
idea â� “ though it may be good for advertising.

� �     Donations â� “ sounds obvious â� “ but some 
philanthropy shouldnâ � ™t be ignored.

� �     A â� ˜YesFANZ weekendâ � ™ at a rural/regional resort 
could incorporate several of the previous ideas e.g. Hunter 
Valley, Yarra Valley. We might want to try out a few 
locations that we are considering for the Progressive Rock 
Festival  idea.

� �     Sponsorships â� “ from record stores and any other 
organizations that may be Yes-friendly.

� �     Advertising on our YesFANZ website 
 
I am sure that the above list is not exhaustive. We will have to 
decide our initial course soon so if you have any more ideas 
please contact Robert. 
 
We also need to work out how we are going to expand our 
membership beyond the Internet. Many people do not have 
any or very irregular Internet contact, so how can we 
inexpensively raise our profile so that these people can 
reasonably find us?

The Next Yes Tour of Australia
Before anyone gets too excited, this is purely speculation at 
present. However both Yes management and Alan White have 
indicated an interest for Yes to return to Australia . If a tour is to 
take place, we suspect that it would not occur before 2005. We 
have it on good authority that the success of the 2003 YesFANZ 
parties was noted by Yes and their management, so that if a tour 
were to occur, they should be very happy to us to work with them 
to ensure its success. Therefore this is the time for us to get our 
ideas and wish list together for what WE would like to occur on 
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the next tour. No guarantees that anything that we suggest will 
happen, but at least we know that we have a voice in their ears. 
So here is a list of ideas so far. Feel free to contact us with ideas 
of your own.
 

�    YesFANZ parties
It should be self-evident that we intend to run YesFANZ parties 
in association with the tour. While the 2003 functions were 
successful, we learnt a few lessons as well. It is essential to 
keep costs low but not run too close to the line to go into debt. 
Obviously we will do our best to get Yes to attend but no 
guarantees can ever be made about that. Last year, last minute 
changes in their travel arrangements almost messed it up and 
this was only rescued by their generosity to meet us after the 
Sydney show â� “ a very rare privilege. If you attended one or 
other of the 2003 functions, tell us what you liked and what you 
didnâ� ™t like. That will help us shape our plans this time.
 

�    Concert Venues
In Sydney, the most popular idea so far is a concert at the 
Sydney Opera House, possibly Yessymphonic style in part, ideal 
for a Yes DVD. Imagine Rick playing the organ there! Roger 
Clark will look into the costs of hiring the Opera House.
Other suggested venues in Sydney have been split between 
larger arena style (Sydney Dome at Homebush, Sydney 
Entertainment Centre, Hordern Pavilion) and the more intimate 
size venues (Lyric Theatre at Star City, State Theatre, Enmore 
Theatre).
 

�    Set lists
While many YesFANZ members would like to influence the 
content of the setlist, and possibly have setlists that vary 
between concerts, this is unlikely to occur in a major way. 
However, if a one off orchestral concert were to take place that 
would ensure some changes. Also, it might be possible to have 
a setlist that includes more acoustic versions of songs in an 
intimate size venue.
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�    Clinics for musicians

Alan White has run drum clinics in various places around the 
world, so he may be willing to do this in Australia . Other band 
members could also be approached with regard to their 
instruments.
 

�    Solo Shows 
Possibly individual group members might be interested in having 
a small solo show. Remember Rick played a 30 minute piano set 
at the official opening of Roger Deanâ� ™s exhibition in Sydney.
 

�    Participate in a Progressive Rock Festival
Last year we raised the idea of holding a progressive rock 
festival in Australia. This was put on hold but not forgotten. Of 
course, if such an event were to take place, what better 
headlining act than Yes? Possibly other major prog rock groups 
such as ELP, King Crimson etc could be asked, as well as our 
own Sebastian Hardie. Young up and coming groups from 
Australia and overseas should be part of the event as well.
 

�    Roger Dean involvement
We should ensure that Roger returns to Australia as well. 
Another exhibition at the GIG Gallery would be fantastic. 
Possibly he could be asked to design a special version of the 
tour program for Australia. Of course he would be invited to 
attend our YesFANZ functions.
 

�    Promotion of the tour
I think most of us were very frustrated by the media promotion 
(or lack of it) for the last Yes tour. There have been some ideas 
about who should be encouraged to promote the next tour. But 
more importantly from the perspective of Yes management, it 
seems that YesFANZ might be allowed to have a greater input 
into this aspect. So we need ideas of how we can achieve 
greater exposure. For example, how do we get Yes played on 
the radio, how do we attract more young Yesfans?
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Roger Dean

Thank you for the positive feedback about the Roger Dean 
interview in the last newsletter. I see that sections of it have 
been quoted on the Henry Potts website so its nice to see that 
our activities are noted around the Yes universe. Just to remind 
you that the desktop wallpaper for PC and Macs of many of his 
most famous paintings is available from  

http://www.rogerdean.com/wallpaper.php?mac
 

2004 35th Anniversary Yes tour of North America and Europe
 
The North American tour kicks off on April 15 in Seattle and 
continues until May 15. The European leg commences in 
Helsinki on June 2 with the last date scheduled for July 10 
(though there is a rumour of another concert in Essex on July 
12). Full details of the tour are available on Yesworld 
http://www.yesworld.com/. 
 
Rumours about the set list are getting stronger as Yes rehearse 
in Seattle. According to the Yes tour logbook on Yesworld, both 
Mind Drive and Ritual are on the set list (this can be deduced by 
the comments from one of the technicians programming 
Alanâ� ™s drum system). The latter is an interesting choice 
given Rickâ� ™s alleged reluctance to play it. I know that both of 
these pieces please me immensely so I can hardly wait till June.
 
I know that there are quite a few YesFANZ going to the US (John 
Miller, Alan Farley are both going to east coast shows) and 
Europe (Robert Forbes, Anne Corris and me). Anyone who 
wants to let fellow YesFANZ know which concerts they are 
attending so that they can meet up before and after the concerts, 
should drop me a line for inclusion in the next newsletter. For 
those of you travelling to Europe to see Yes, you might like to 
attend the Yes fans gathering Yesfanomenon in London on June 
17 â� “ details in the Yesfanomenon section below. 
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I canâ� ™t wait to see the new Roger Dean sets. I see that they 
are costing around $US 4 million â� “ that is about $5.3 million in 
Australian dollars! See this link courtesy of Paul Rogers 
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/pop/168273_yes09.html
 

Yesfanomenon
This is a fan gathering that is being organised in London on 
June 17 â� “ the day between the London and Birmingham 
shows. It will be held at a venue known to support progressive 
music, The Mean Fiddler, which is in the London West End. The 
organization of this show involves a collaboration of fans from 
Europe, the United States and Australia under the leadership of 
David Lazarus from England. I have been the Australian 
representative on this committee. The gathering will have some 
similarities to the YesFANZ parties in style. We have verbal 
agreements from The Syn (the band that includes the original 
Yes lead guitar, Peter Banks) that has reformed, Roger Dean 
and the author David Watkinson to attend. 
 
Fragile, the Yes tribute band, will play a Yessongs set in track 
order so that will be exciting. There will be a Yes trivia contest 
and memorabilia. This will be a great opportunity to meet 
Yesfans from around the world so why donâ� ™t you try to attend 
if you are in London. Tickets are now available from the 
Yesfanomenon website http://www.yesfanomenon.org/
 
Ticket prices are â‚¤19 plus â‚¤3.50 handling fee (approximately 
$55 â� “ but this doesnâ� ™t include food or drinks).

Full Circle Tour Memorabilia
As many of you know, the tour programs sold out very quickly. 
Those of you who want to obtain a copy, can get them from the 
Yesworld online store for $US 19.95 each.
 
The idea of doing a book of the tour has not died but it certainly 
has fallen by the way side under other pressures.
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Progressive Rock Festival
This is an idea that was discussed last year and while there was 
a lot of interest expressed by YesFANZ members and others in 
the music industry, it did not progress (excuse the pun) in 2003 
because it was felt to be too difficult to arrange in the timeframe 
to work in with the Yes tour. However, now this idea should be 
explored further. Mario Millo and Sebastian Hardie have 
expressed great interest in being part of such a project. Ideally it 
would be an international event with at least one major 
international act (hopefully Yes or at least one Yes member) and 
other Australian and international acts. It could be held in a 
place like the Hunter Valley where there are resorts with outdoor 
concert venues that have accommodation, meal, concert 
packages - or possibly in Sydney to attract larger crowds. We 
need to get the attention of a promoter and Frankie Valentine is 
our connection there.
 

Melbourne YesFANZ

Contact Mark Hawes at molymajordidge@bigpond.com  for 
latest news from Melbourne and the next meeting there.

Sydney meetings  
We plan to meet every second Tuesday night from 6.30 

pm at the YesFANZ office which is at Robert Forbes & 
Associates,  cnr Ferry Road and Glebe Point Road Glebe 
(Sydney). The office is above Bakers Delight and the entrance is 
via a security door in Ferry Road.  Phone (02) 96608027. The 
next meeting will be held on Tuesday April 20 . We plan to have 
a business meeting from 6.30-8.00 followed by dinner at the 
Toxteth hotel opposite (and possibly another revenue earning 
attempt at their trivia night).
 
YesFANZ website
Remember to visit the website www.YesFANZ.com as you will 
find photos from various recent get togethers and the latest 
news. Steve Black is constantly updating it and has now a large 
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gallery of photos from the concerts, YesFANZ parties and the 
Roger Dean exhibition. 
 
Alex van Starrex is going to explore whether we can add a chat 
room to our website. 
 

YesFANZ Office Bearers
 
Chair:                               Bob Forbes yes@robert-forbes.com
 
Webmaster                      Steve Black 
cbassoc@optusnet.com.au
 
Newsletter editor               Brian Draper b.d.draper@bigpond.com
 
Membership                     John McInerney 
jmcinerney327@hotmail.com
 
Treasurer                         Simon Woodhead
 
Production Manager          Roger Clark podo@telstra.com
 
Public Officer                      Louise Steer
        
 

State, Territory and New Zealand representatives
 
The following YesFANZ members represent each of the States 
and Territories of Australia and New Zealand.
 
Victoria: Mark Hawes  molymajordidge@bigpond.com

Queensland: Douglas Hills dhills@uq.net.au
Phone: 07 3285 1910

Tasmania: Steve Davis stdavis74@yahoo.com  
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South Australia: Henk Plaggemars hjp3@senet.com.au

Northern Territory: Glen Dooley glen.dooley@nt.gov.au   
Phone: 08 8981 0231 

ACT: Reidar Jorgensen  reidar@jorgensen.com

Western Australia: John McInerney jmcinerney327@hotmail.com
Phone: 08 9275 2129
 
New Zealand: Paul Rogers paul.rogers @aut.ac.nz
 
New South Wales: Bob Forbes yes@robert-forbes.com
 
To assist in the production of this Newsletter, I would like your 
contributions. Any Yes related items, particularly with an 
Australian or New Zealand angle, will be used so long as it 
doesnâ� ™t breach copyright or is potentially libellous . Send to 
me at b.d.draper@bigpond.com  
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