Professor Shi-xiang Zhang


Shi-xiang Zhang was born in Beijing, China and graduated  from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1956. Since then he has been a Professor of Violin at the Conservatory. 

In 1985 he was awarded a certificate for outstanding teaching by the conservatory and a certificate for excellence in teaching by the Art and Literature Association of Shanghai in 1986. In 1995 he was selected by the Bao-Gang Educational Foundation as the best teacher and by Shanghai Government to be in "THE TOP TEN OF 1995". In 1994 The Chinese Central Government gave him the highest honor for his excellent work in violin teaching in China. Sir Yehudi Menuhin has described Professor Zhang as "one of the greatest teachers of violin in the world today".


As a visiting professor of violin, he has given master classes all over the world, including the United States, Australia and  Germany. His Students have been successful in International violin competitions including first and third prizes at the Yehudi Menuhin International Violin Competition in England in 1983;  first prize in 1985 and third prize in 1987; third prize in 1992; first prize in 1998;4th prize in 2000. His students also won first and third prize in the Wieniawski Competition in Lublin, Poland in 1985, and fourth prize in 1994, second and fourth prizes in 1997, second prize in 2000; two first prizes in 4th International Competition in Kloster Schontal, Germany in 1992, third and fifth prize in 1995; two 4th prizes in 1997, third prize in 1999; first and third prize in Russia in 1995 and second prize in Russia in 1998; first prize in Krakow, Poland Competition in 1996. Second prize in Gisborne Competition, New Zealand in 1997, second and third prize in 1998.2nd prize in 2000. 2nd prize in 2nd Yampolsky Competition in 1999.


Professor Zhang has been a juror in many International violin competitions, including the Bach International Competition  in Leipzig in 1988, the Wieniawski Competition in Lublin, Poland in 1988, 1994;1997and 2000;  the International Violin Competitions in Schontal, Germany in 1989, 1990, 1992 and 1995;  the Yehudi Menuhin Competition in England in 1995 and 2000;  the Novosibirsk Competition in Russia in 1995;1998 and 2001；the Krakow Competition in Poland in 1996.  He has also been a  member of the jury at the China National Violin Competitions.


He has published Chinese translations of many  violin books, including < THE WAY THEY PLAY > by Samuel Applebaume; <The Principles of Violin playing and Teaching> by Ivan Galamian;  <The science of Violin Playing > by Raphael Bronstein;< A New Approach To Violin Playing > by Kato Havas and <Conversations With Yehudi Menuhin >;  < How to Practice the Violin>;<The Great Cellists > and <The Great Violinists >by Margaret Campbell.


Professor Zhang and his pianist wife Hu Jian-ming immigrated to Australia in September 1995, taking up residence under the "distinguished talent " category. From 1996 Professor Zhang teaches at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music; Australian Institute of Music and Sydney University.

The letter from Yehudi Menuhin

4th April 1995

Mr. Zhang Shi-xiang

c/o The Yehudi Menuhin International Violin Competition

Folkestone

Dear admired Colleague,

I have admired your work with young people over some years and always look forward to hearing your pupils and, of course, to meeting a most warm-hearted and charming colleague.

I was interested to know that you will be going to Australia. Australia has many wonderful talents that now come from so many different races, not only from the original settlers but from wonderful mixtures within the orient. I know you will find the Australians warm-hearted, hospitable and very receptive and the young talent willing and eager to work. I am so glad for the Australians that you will be going. The would not have a more wonderful teacher of the violin and we shall all look forward in the next years to receiving a string of players on a par with the remarkably prepared young musicians you bring us from China. 

I am so impressed with the extraordinary progress, which has already been accomplished since the war in the level of music making and of playing the great heritage of western music in China, Japan, Korea and the other nations of the east. 

I have pleasure in enclosing my recommendation together with my very best wishes, 

Yehudi Menuhin

The letter from Yehudi Menuhin

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Mr. Zhang Shi-xiang is one of the greatest teachers of the violin in the world today. I have had repeated proof in the remarkable young violinists he has brought to the Yehudi Menuhin International Violin Competition in Folkestone over the years. He is a wonderful teacher for all ages, but his own particular delight is to train the young ones to whom he gives a solid basis, which will serve them for the whole of their lives.

Australia is fortunate to be host, at least for a time I hope, to this marvelous teacher and most charming and delightful man. I am glad he will be coming with his wife. I know from my own experience how much he will enjoy the beautiful sights and the wonderful atmosphere in Australia. 

Yehudi Menuhin

4th April 1995.

The letter from Dorothy Delay
April 14, 1991

Paul Paradise

T.F.H. PUBLICATIONS, INC.

211 West Sylvania Avenue

Neptune City, NJ 07753-6296

Dear Mr. Paradise:

I met Professor Zhang Shi-xiang during my recent trips to China in which I did master classes in Shanghai and Beijing Conservatories. I was very much impressed with Professor Zhang’s work. He is extremely intelligent and has a broad knowledge of teaching. His student Wang Xiao-dong came to study at The Juilliard School and I found him exceptionally well trained and possessing a broad spectrum of information. It has been a pleasure to work with him.

I am very happy to recommend Professor Zhang. I think he would be a strong addition to any faculty.

Sincerely yours

Dorothy Delay

Violin Professor of Juilliard School of Music

DD:ebs

The letter from David Cerone.

March 21, 1991
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

It is an honor and a pleasure to write on behalf of Mr. Zhang Shi-xiang, professor of violin at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

I have known Professor Zhang for several years. I have visited him in Shanghai, where I was invited to conduct violin master classes at the conservatory, and I have hosted professor Zhang in Cleveland during his visit to the U.S. I have had opportunities to confer with him on artistic and pedagogical matters and have heard his students perform in master classes and competitions.

I know Professor Zhang’s to be a most inquisitive mind, always in search of better methods of bringing more effective teaching to his students. His efforts in translating well know Western violin pedagogical treatises into Chinese is noteworthy. That his approach to teaching is successful is borne out by the number of national and international competition winners he has produced ( Menuhin and Wieniawski Competitions). Having heard his students perform, I can attest to the high level of technical and artistic mastery that their playing exhibits.

The accomplishments of professor Zhang’s students have brought him many invitations to serve as a juror for prestigious international violin competitions (China National; Bach international; Wieniawski International; International West Germany). Such service, and the travel attended thereto, has kept him in touch with the current state of musical and violinistic affairs in the world. Professor Zhang speaks and writes well in English and would have no trouble functioning in an English speaking setting.

He is a warm, caring mentor who commands the respe4ct of his students and colleagues. I do not hesitate to recommend him for a teaching position and/or department chairmanship, knowing that he will reflect nothing short of the most positive values upon nay school which is fortunate enough to secure his services.

Respectfully,

David Cerone.

President of The Cleveland Institute of Music

The letter from Walter Verdehr

November 27, 1989

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I am writing on behalf of my esteemed colleague and friend, Professor Zhang Shi-xiang of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

During two visits to China, I gave master classes at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and had the pleasure of getting to know Professor Zhang and working with his superbly trained violin students.

The level of his class is absolutely outstanding. He has had a number of successful prize winners in international and national competitions. He teaches the entire violin repertoire: I heard solo Bach, Vieuxtemps and Szymanowski among other works, played very well by his students. I also noticed that they had superb violinistic and musical training: excellent intonation, technical facility and beautiful sound and a fine grasp of the virtuoso violin literature. 

Mr. Zhang has also translated all “ The Way They Play” books by Applebaum and the book by Ivan Galamian into Chinese. He is a very knowledgeable teacher and artist and is considered to be on of the finest violin pedagogues in China. He has also served as juror on numerous international competitions.

I found Professor Zhang be a charming, friendly and an unassuming gentleman and he was most cordial and helpful in every way. In my opinion, he is one of today’s outstanding violin teachers and any school in the USA would be very fortunate indeed to be able to engage him as part of its faculty.

Sincerely,

Walter Verdehr
Professor of Music.

Michigan State university

WV:bs

The letter from Zakhar Bron 

24/05/1995

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I know Prof. Zhang Shi-xiang as a wonderful colleague, Meeting him at the numerous International Competitions, working with him in the jury, I realized that he is a wonderful musician and professional.

Playing of his pupils is notable for high professionalism, great masterly technique, musical talent.

I consider Prof. Zhang Shi-xiang to be one of the best violinists’ professors of the world. 

Zakhar Bron

Novosibirsk

Professor of Lubek Higher School of Music

Professor of the Royal Higher Music School in Madrid

Professor of the Novosibirsk State Conservatories 

Honored Art Worker of Russia

The letter from Robert Masters

30th January 1990

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I have known Professor Zhang Shi-xiang and his work for the past 7 years. The results of his teaching I have both seen and heard in the many successes of his students in various International Violin Competitions where I was a member of the Jury.

In addition, I have had the opportunity of observing his work at close hand during periods when I was a visiting Professor at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. Both technically and musically his students are excellently prepared with an understanding of the different styles in Western music. Such an excellent teacher naturally attracts the best talent and remember hearing some outstanding young violinists aged between 6 and 16 years at Professor Zhang’s weekly Sunday Student concerts. These were arranged to give parents an indication of progress and to give the young violinists concert experience from an early age. 

I have rarely come across a teacher more dedicated than is Professor Zhang and I feel he would be a great asset to any music school or Conservatory, either in the East or West. 

Robert H. Masters F.R. A.M.

President of the Yehudi Menuhin International Competition

The letter from Eduard Gratch 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I Know Prof. Zhang Shi-xiang since 1991, when I was working for 2 months at the Shanghai conservatory as an invited professor to carry out the master classes. I had two pupils of Prof. Zhang at my class, who were talented, perfectly trained violinists at the age of 13, Their names are Zhi Sheng Li and Wei Wei Le. I played together with them at the concert with orchestra the concerto symphony by Mozart for violin and viola( I played the viola and the young violinist- the 1st movement was played by Zhi  Shen Li and the 2nd and 3rd movements were played by Wei Wei Le).

I know also about the great successes of these violinists at different International competitions. And now for the First International Competition for young violinist in Novosibirsk Prof. Zhang Shi-xiang brought a pleiad of excellent violinist- four are his pupils including Zhi Shen Li.

I’d like to say the bast words about fine teacher of young violinists and give the highest mark to Prof. Zhang Shi-xiang who selflessly and professionally trains a young generation of violinists.

Eduard Gratch

Prof. Of the Tchaikovsky State Conservatory 

Peoples Artist of the USSR

May 1995. Novosibirsk.

The letter from David Buck  

July 19, 1997

To whom it may concern
It is with great enthusiasm that I write this letter in behalf of Professor Zhang Shi-xiang. Since July 6, 1997 until now he has taught twenty-four fine violinists from Australia, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, and the USA.

He is tireless and dedicated o his students. The level of skill the student  brings makes no difference to him. He is as thorough and energetic for the least skilled and as he is for the most. His best student are young virtuosi who are comparable to the highest international standard.

Professor Zhang is a valuable figure in the world of violin performance. Only a few teachers in the world can claim comparable success.

The International Institute of Music Los Angeles will welcome his participation in its programs whenever he is available. 

Sincerely,

David Buck, Artistic Director

IILMLA 

