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The 2006/07 Summer Victorian Champions


11th May 2007





“The Gunners”











Highlights so far - 2007


•	Grant from Bendigo Bank for new uniforms – shorts and singlets for all – Jan 2007





Vic Metro State teams win Gold at National Championships (Men & Women) – Ballarat Feb 2007





Sally wins inaugural Confederation of Australian Sport - Volunteer of the Year – Feb 2007





Vern appointed Chairperson for Basketball Plus- initiative to map out the future of Basketball in Victoria- Apr 2007





Vern recognized by Basketball Victoria with Gold Certificate for 35+ years of dedication to basketball – Apr 2007





Pete & Sally recognized by Basketball Victoria for their years of dedication to Basketball for players with Intellectual Disabilities





Summer Season Grand Finals – 18th May 2007
























































Sally with her award











Thanks to the generosity of the Malvern East branch of the Bendigo Bank we have a new look.  All players can get a new pair of black basketball shorts – see Sally at the front desk.  And so far, 13 of our teams are wearing fantastic new playing singlets.  The uniforms, supplied by Coast-2-Coast, are the height of basketball fashion – and will dry really quickly!!  Our referees are also sporting new Ref’s uniforms.


Bendigo Bank have been a valued supporter of our competition for several years now and the staff at the East Malvern branch where we do our banking each week are a delight to deal with and always happy and helpful. 


Here are the Dukes in their well used new uniforms:

















Thank you Bendigo Bank !!





Our new Look – Thanks to Bendigo Bank








2007 – off to a huge start !!








The first four months of the year have been unbelievable.  Starting off with the delivery of our brand new uniforms from Bendigo Bank, (how cool do our teams look!), this year has so far seen some fantastic achievements for our players and recognitions galore for our volunteers.  


The year is set to continue with many activities and opportunities for all.   This year we celebrate our 20 year anniversary, and yes there is still one volunteer and several players who were there on day one and who will be around to help us celebrate this major milestone – unique in the World!!


 �








On Friday nights we gather to play basketball





July 2007 ● Volume 2, Issue 1 ● Victorian Championship Basketball Competition for Players with an Intellectual Disability 





     





Vern Tessier and Luke Manning (Activators), helping to raise funds for our competition - June 2007.


Below Luke is pictured with Lindsay Gaze and Wayne Bird (GM Basketball Victoria) 





There are always happy faces on Friday night !!











MONSTER Auction Night








Early in June, we held a major fund raising event.  In the form of an Auction night (dinner, drinks and many items to buy) we attracted a wonderful audience who were keen to assist us with fundraising for our Stadium Building fund.


How did it go!


The night was a huge success with special guest speakers including basketball legend Chris Ansty and our own Division 4 Activators player – Luke Manning.  Luke was interviewed by Vern and explained to the crowd of 180 people why he enjoyed playing basketball and why the Friday night competition is so important.


There were over 200 items auctioned, raising in excess of $30,000.


Congratulations to the hard work of the organizing committee, particularly David and Marlene McFarlane.





20 Years of Basketball – Let’s celebrate








Our basketball competition commenced way back in August 1987.  A need was identified by Vern Tessier and Paul Dunn and a small competition (maybe 10 teams) started playing on a Friday night.  Right from its inception all those years ago, this competition has been a world leader – this can be hard to imagine as it’s just our Friday night basketball, but there is nothing like this in any other country in the World.  Victoria continues to show the way with many other competition like ours, springing up to meet the needs of the community.  But back to our own competition.  After some years we had grown sufficiently in size to be recognized by Basketball Victoria (through Lindsay Gaze) and awarded the status of the Victorian Championship Competition.  The number of teams varies each year but we have consistently had between 35 and 45 teams for the past 10 years.  This competition provides a feeder to the Vic Metro state teams which have also had an unparalleled success over 12 years at the Australian National Championships.  We can also lay claim to many Australian representative players and staff – who have traveled the world with their basketball.  Great things continue to happen week after week – for our players, their families and carers and our volunteers.  In August this year we will celebrate 20 year s – stay tuned for more news about this.








Have a look at our Web Site : � HYPERLINK "http://www.powerassist.org.au" ��www.powerassist.org.au�




















“A place for Everyone” 



























































































































































