
Allied Air Transport Operations South West Pacific Area in WWII

Volume One – Development 
of air transport 1903–1943
Released in August 2004.

Volume one covers the development 
of both civil and military air transport 
from the invention of powered flight 
in 1903 to the end of the Buna/Gona 
campaign at the start of 1943. The 
history ranges in detail from overview 
of operations down to the individual 
aircraft and aircrew involved in early 
SWPA formations.

Book specifications, Volume One:
•	 414 pages, containing 15 maps 

and 87 photos
•	 fully indexed
•	 size is B5 (176x250mm or 7x10 

inches)
•	 quality hardcover
•	 RRP AU$65.00
•	 ISBN 0 646 42637 0.

Volume Two – 1943 – Year of  
expansion and consolidation
Released in June 2006.

Volume two covers the USAAF 54th 
Troop Carrier Wing and its subordinate 
units, the RAAF transport squadrons 
and transport operations at Wau, 
Nadzab and Kaiapit.

Book specifications, Volume Two:
•	 566 pages, containing 12 maps 

and 117 photos
•	 fully indexed
•	 size is B5 (176x250mm or 7x10 

inches)
•	 quality hardcover
•	 RRP AU$70.00
•	 ISBN 0 646 45837 X.

Volume Three – 1943 – Air 
transport approaches full 
strength
Released in March 2008.

Volume three covers the continual 
build-up of air transport with the 
arrival of the US 375th, 403rd and 
433rd Troop Carrier Groups and 
details the role of military chartered 
aircraft from Australian and US civil 
airlines.

Book specifications, Volume Three:
•	 454 pages, containing 16 maps 

and 204 photos
•	 fully indexed
•	 size is B5 (176x250mm or 7x10 

inches)
•	 quality hardcover
•	 RRP AU$65.00
•	 ISBN 9780646484143 (hbk).
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Series overview
The series is unique in that no comprehensive history 
of the air transport effort in the Pacific in WWII has been 
written – over 1500 planes and thousands of personnel 
were involved in transporting supplies and troops within 
the South West Pacific Area.
This is an authoritative series and is an essential 
reference for any military historian. It also will serve 
as a source of valuable information for others such as  
students, aviation enthusiasts and genealogists.
The author compiled his books from numerous sources 
including original records of the RAAF and USAAF.
Volume Four is due for release in 2009.

The author & self-publisher
Researching since 1984 and writing since 1996 author 
Bob Kelly has compiled and published three of a series 
of five volumes covering the neglected history of air 
transport in the SWPA in WWII.

Squadron Leader Robert ‘Bob’ Kelly AFC (RAAF 
Retired) was born at Waverton, Sydney in 1925 and 
joined the Royal Australian Air Force as an aircrew 
trainee in 1943. 
In a long and distinguished career, Bob logged over 
5600 hours as a radio operator, mostly in C-47s and 
Neptunes. He served extensively in Indochina and the 
Far East, including two tours of duty in Malaya and one 
in Vietnam.
After retirement from the Air Force in 1976, Bob took 
up military research and also became involved with 
aircraft restoration at the Queensland Air Museum in 
Caloundra.
This publication is available from: 
June Kelly (07) 5445 2534;  
PO Box 192 BUDERIM 4556, Queensland 
bobnjune@powerup.com.au; or 
Russell Kelly (07) 3420 6582;  
russellkel@optusnet.com.au


