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Recent club views... Some of us who lost their plane, but are still smiling...              

Hello friends and colleagues.  

By the time you read this, we are in the last part of winter, 
our runways look green, but our water reserves levels in 
Victoria are still lower than this time last year, too low – 
and soon enough, our runways will be yellow again.  

As I and some of you have witnessed in passing months, 
we still have too many accidents, to many crashed models 
– no doubt, some of which we could have avoided (me 
included – just a few weeks ago).  

It is very timely therefore, to have a detailed reminder – 
kindly contributed by Roger, so we can all have a 
refresher about calling procedures.  

This is relevant to all of us, even to you “Veteran 
Cowboys” not only to the many new faces we see now 
around the club.  

And just one more comment from me, based on my own 
experience. Not enough you use the right jargon, and 
make the right calls at the relevant stages – please try and 
pay attention, and see if your call was indeed registered, 
by all those on the flight line.   

More than once, I noticed – one person calling “Landing” 
while another one calls “On the Line” which are of course 
conflicting messages...    

To receive your newsletter via email, just drop me a line to 
add you as an e-mail recipient if you are not already on it. 
You can email me at: alex.evans@iinet.net.au, I will make 
sure our central members’ database is also kept up to 
date.  

And just before I go, did you notice, how some of the 
articles in this newsletter, and before it – are not 
necessarily about an actual project, but just something, 
one of us – wanted to share. So, don’t be selfish, if you 
have a nice story – share it. If you send in material – 
PLEASE, do not try to be helpful, do NOT try to format the 
text to fit into the columns, it makes my life harder, not 
easier. Just email the text, and attach the photos, and let 
me play with editing the format.   
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The “Mach 8” – By Roger Puehl 

I got the plans for this scratch build through RCM Plans 
service some time ago and it has been on my list of “to do” 
models for some time.   I also had a new OS .46 AX doing 
bugger all.  

Joe UTAZI designed this model in the “70’s as a blatant 
copy of the Norm PAGE designed “Mach 1.”    Both 
models are a favourite of mine.   They look sleek and 
slippery just sitting there.   The Mach 1 is for a .60 two 
stroke.     

The Mach 8 is for a .40.   Both models were very popular 
in pattern flying circles in the USA, and are still 
campaigned in the Senior Pattern Association contests 
over there.   Both were contest winners in the hands of 
expert pattern flyers.   Both look very similar.   

First look at the plan shows quite an easy build for the flat 
board.   Spar less foam core balsa laminates make up the 
wing.    Fuse is a conventional build up with a fair bit of 
shaping, hollowing and carving of balsa blocks.   Stab is 
shown on the plan as being a foam core but I elected to go 
with a sheet balsa build up.   Much easier to build and just 
as strong and light.  

Foam cores were cut and prepped for laminating with 1.5 
mm sheet and finishing resin as the adhesive.   I won’t go 
into the full detail of laminating foam wings but I will say 
that it is an easy process once you have been shown how 
to do it.   It also gives you a clean straight wing every time.   
Once the cores are laminated, leading and trailing edges 
go on together with the tip blocks.   Then just start carving 
with the razor plane.   Join is with glass cloth. Very easy, 
very strong.  

Fuse formers were cut by laser cutter out of lite ply.    It’s 
worth noting that this model was designed for a FOX .40, 
2 stroke.   These engines are no longer available and the   

OS .46 is a much more powerful option anyway.   The 
FOX however was quite a short crank cased motor.   The 
OS is almost an inch longer!    Therefore the nose of the 
model was going to be extended by an inch.    Normally I 
would move the firewall back so that the engines thrust 
plate was in an identical position to that shown on the 
plan.     

However, this would have reduced the area for the fuel 
tank and that was not an option.   That is tight as it is.   
Only option was to extend the tail moment.   Not a 
problem on a pattern model.   

As a rough guide the C of G moment for most aircraft is 
“one third” of the total C of G moment, being from the 
centre of gravity of the wing to the centre of gravity of the 
prop.     

This, then leaves 2 thirds of the moment between the 
centre of gravity of the wing to the centre of gravity of the 
stabiliser/elevator. (Yes…the tail feathers have a centre of 
gravity too!.)   For you budding model designers this 
simple formula as an easy was to begin a model design 
and be in the ball park for G of G vs. moment.   So 
therefore this rear moment was extended by 2 inches.   
Problem solved.    Model was extended by 3 inches and 
now everything fits.   Looks even sleeker!  

This is not a big model, and internal space is of a 
premium.   The nose wheel setup also is a tight squeeze.   
If you take your time you can make almost anything work.   
Other option would be to make this model a tail dragger.   I 
don’t see any reason why that wouldn’t work and save a 
little weight and hassle.     

I just like the “jet like” looks so I persevered with the trike 
set up.   Once the fuse sides and formers are done you 
have to get to work on some balsa blocks which make up 
the top deck and canopy.   Not hard to do over a night with 
a razor plane and a few beers.    Canopy extends all the 
way to the rudder for a very sexy look. 
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